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WASHINGTON - Presldent‘:
Reagan will fire U.S. Attorney Wil
liam H: Kennedy of San Diego “with-
in a matter of days” if Kennedy con-
tinues his refusal to resign, a high-,
ranking Wtute House offi cral sand
yesterday T '!
" -“His srlence w1ll not be tolerated
past the weekend,” the official said
of Kennedy.-The- attorney was not’
available for comment, but has been:
quoted by an associate as saying he;

will refuse the-Justice: Department »

‘request to resign ‘because he publicly
confirmed. the :identity “of -a,CIA
source. ... R e T

- Attorney General William French
Srmth decided Wednesday that Ken-,
‘nedy, 51, should -be, removed from
_office for having. publicly.( confirmed
"a San Diego- Union story ‘that ré:

‘vealed - the.. CILblocked Kennedy’s .

prosecutron of the intelligence
‘source, Miguel Nassar. Haro. Nassar,
.former chief of México’s national po-
:lice, the Directorate of Federal Se-
“curity; has been linked to an $8 mil-
‘lion. Southern . California stolen-car l
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- attentron before tomorrow th
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As Kennedy has continued in his
refusal to resign, support for the em-
battled prosecutor has grown in San
Diego where Mayor Wilson and Po-
lice Chief Bill Kolender have con-
tacted admmstratlon offxcxals on his

.behalL

“The’ Whrte House offrcnal who
“asked not to be identified, said: “I
_can't see:the admmsrratxon backing
“off and:not supporting the attorney
.general. Obvieusly, if we’re going to
‘move, . we should move before the
_ball-gets too big.” . i

- &That’s ; too bad o Kolender saxd
"y&ste_r_day_when ‘told - of -the White
House- official’'s comments, which hgj
"described as reflectmg “a pretty nar-
row viewpoint.” ; ; - 5

Kolender said if Kennedy “made al
mnstake, termmatlon -is:way tod
harsh. All he.did was tell the truth.”

‘The White House- official said. Bll
New York Times report yesterday
about, Smith’s recommendation that
Kennedy-be fired was engineered by
the administration. He sald the Whits
‘hoiise wanted “to send 2 sgg_l to Mc

Kennedy that his optxon tlme was runmng

outl
. »The offlcral suggested Kennedy should
agree today to resign thhm say, 30
days.” - ot NS T
If he has not resxgned by tomorrow the
ofﬁcnal said, the President is likely to act
on-Smith’s request to fire the prosecutor.
,“We probably would do it today, lf it were
ot a weekend,” the official said.
1The President is spending the weekend
at t Camp David, and the Kennedy matter is
not considered grave enough to bring to his
offlc al
sa»d
, *If Mr. Reagan is forced to take action .to"
rémove Kennedy, ‘he . would convey the
order in a letter. Kennedy also would be
notified by telephone 1mmedlately, the offx-
cialsaid. = oy
Under the law, an attorney general can
request ‘the resignation of a.U.S. attorney
bu; only a president can fire one.” : - et
* #The; White House official, echomg opin-
ions expressed in_ recent days by Justice]
De rtment -officials - ‘familiat* with ° thej
case, said Kennedy, appointed to his post*
hy'Mr Reagan, made a “mistake” in’ pub-3
licly conﬁrmmg the story on: the blocked
p ution. ; L 5
He put the U.S govemment’s stamp of ]
nticity on that story, and that is un-|
forgwable, the official said. “The damage
w’,ﬂs}lonewhen he acted pubhcly RS Tt

;;:lhe CIA said last week that when Nassar

left his Mexican government position in
January, the agency no longer objected to
his prosecution. One CIA official said he
expected Nassar would be indicted in the
case, in which cars were stolen from San
Dxego and Oranae countxes and smuggled
‘into Mexico. < : -

After the Union’s story was puhhshed
associate attorney general Rudolph Giuli-
ani telephoned Kennedy and ordered him
to come to Washington last Monday to ex-
plain his actions to Justlce Department of-
frcrals- E [_ ‘,I,. .
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, Kennedy met Monday afternoon mth Gi-
‘uliani and deputy attorney general Edward
C. Schmults. On Tuesday the officials
conferred with the White House and col-
lecged other relevant mformatlon sources
sai S giEe BT

; ‘The matter was presented to Smnth on
Wednesday morning: One source said the
attorney general spoke with presidential
counselor Edwin Meese before decrdmg
that Kenredy should resxgn

Meese, who Iwed in La Mesa before Jom-
‘Ing the administration, cleared the way for
.Kennedy’s appointment to the federal pro-
secutor’s job. However, Meese apparently
has not attempted to help him in the cur-
rent controversy AT L S B
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Giuliani telephoned Kennedy on Wednes-

day mght to tell hm of Smlth s decrslon "
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